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New security camera watching for trouble over the NECC campus. 


New NECC super camera 


By IAN WITTENBER 
Contributing Reporter 


NECC is now employing a new 
weapon to defend its students from 
crime and other dangers. 

“Technology is everywhere. Any 
way you can, you gotta use it,” said 
Ed Sheehan of Campus Maintenance. 

Chief of Security Glenn Beal 
said, “This stuff is high-tech, it’s only 
been on the market for like, 6 
months.” 

NECC has installed a state of the 
art security camera above the 
entrance to C building with a great 


view of the entire parking lot. 

“We can read a license plate 
number at the back of the parking 
lot,” Beal explained. “It has night 
vision, so with this thing, you can 
just as well at night, as you can dur- 
ing the day.” 

NECC has only the one camera 
so far, but it aids the campus in more 
ways than you might think. 

“It can watch the sky,” said Mark 
Andrews, vice president of adminis- 
tration. “NECC is. part of 
S.A.T.U.R.N. Statewide — Anti- 
Terrorist Unified Response Network. 
If someone wanted to harm the col- 
lege, we will be better prepared to 


respond.” 

Andrews explained that a terror- 
ist attack on the college is highly 
unlikely, but if a terrorist attack did 
occur on the college or on the sur- 
rounding area, the camera would be 
able to gather more information 
about the attackers and warn others 
about what they could be doing. 
Hopefully this use of the camera, and 
future cameras, will never come into 
play and will help with more down- 
to-earth problems. 

“Number one, it’s for student 
safety,” Andrews said. “We plan to 
have cameras on all of the emergency 
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How important is 
‘The Simpsons?’ 


Security cost 
In question 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


Security is at the center of a 
major controversy involving faculty 
and administration at NECC, but not 
because the guards aren’t doing their 
jobs. The issue of how many security 
guards should be in atten- 
dance during an event, 
and how they should be 
paid, has sparked a dis- 
agreement between Susan 


Sanders and Mark 
Andrews. 
Professor Susan 


Sanders, who is the facul- 
ty adviser of the Top 
Notch Players, was upset 
over a bill she received 
soon after the Player’s 
last performance. 

She found that she 
was being charged for 
extra security that was 
present during the perfor- 
mance. “It is incorrect for 
the administration to put 
this extra financial burden 
on us,” said Sanders. 

That irritated her 
because she said she did 
not request the extra secu- 
rity, and no one made her aware that 
the security was present. 

Sanders said that, despite the fact 
that every club’s budget has been cut, 
the administration is requiring them 
to have extra security present, which 
the college won’t pay for. She went 
on to say that she had not received 
notification of this change until just 
last week. 

Mark Andrews, the vice presi- 
dent of administration,said he did his 
best to give advice, but felt it was an 
important element. 

The cost of security is affordable, 
Andrews argued. An extra guard 
makes $15 an hour, with a minimum 
of $60 a night. The school requires a 
club to have one guard for every 100 


P 


Susan Sanders 


Mark Andrews 


people in attendance. However, if the 
number is 175, two guards would 
likely by necessary. Andrews said 
that an extra $60 should be worth 
protecting the lives of 140 people, 
since you never know when some- 
thing will happen. 

Andrews said that the issue of 
liability must also be considered. If a 
person falls down a flight 
of stairs while leaving the 
theater, and gets hurt, and 
there is not proper security, 
the college could be held 
liable and be sued. 

“With the current bud- 
get situation, the college 
does not have the extra 


money to be sued,” 
Andrews said. 
As-~ ifor » the ~ ‘cost; 


Andrews said that club lead- 
ers need to work it into their 
budget. 

Paul Bevilacqua, the 
Vice President and Dean of 
Academic Affairs said “The 
clubs must balance the secu- 
rity needs with financial 
availability.” 

Also, if clubs want to 
discuss extra funding for 
security with the adminis- 
tration, that might also be 
possible, Andrews said. Until then, 
Andrews suggested something along 
the lines of raising the cost of admis- 
sion as a way of making up for the 
charge. 

Andrews feels that having extra 
security on duty is extremely impor- 
tant because of the unknown. He said 
that it is impossible for anyone to 
know when something that calls for 
emergency action will occur. So hav- 
ing increased security will help to 
react to the situation better. 

“The protection of human life is 
nonnegotiable,” Andrews said. 

Andrews explained that a certain 
amount of security is on campus at 
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Is ‘Big Brother’ 
watching us? 


Everyone is in favor of safety. 
It’s a natural need to feel as safe as 
possible. But what if safety efforts 
were too great? Is it possible for an 
attempt to increase safety to go to 
far? 

NECC recently announced that 
they have installed a state of the art 
security camera above one of the 
entrances to the C building. This 
camera, which has a great view of the 
parking lot, can pick out a license 
plate on a car in the back of the park- 
ing lot. It also has night vision, so 
darkness has no effect on it. 

This is a great feature for safety. 
The parking lot is a place where 
many crimes happen. Anything from 
hit-and-run accidents to stealing 
something out of a car, which seem 
to be unsolvable crimes right now, 
could be solved using this device. 
Also, since NECC has many night 
classes, the night vision is a great 
tool. The possibility of a student 
being assaulted returning to their car 
after a night class would be greatly 
decreased if the attacker knows that 
he could very well be on videotape. 
Also, most every car in the NECC 
parking lot has a few dents, maybe 
small, from people hitting it and leav- 
ing. Wouldn’t it be great if they could 
be caught? 

But the question of whether it 
goes too far remains. In the novel 
“1984” by George Orwell, “Big 
Brother” is an all-powerful dictator, 


that censors everyone’s behavior and 
thoughts. “Big Brother” could see 
and hear anything that was said and 
done. It could also read the thoughts 
of all people. 

The question is, does this camera 
and the many other devices like it 
show that our society is being 
watched over by “Big Brother?” 

It is clear that these devices are 
meant for good. They are made to 
protect the innocent and punish the 
guilty. However, according to a Web 
site, Orwell’s intentions in “1984” 
were to warn against “the terrifying 
dangers that man may create for him- 
self in his quest for a utopian soci- 
ety. 

That seems like what these 
devices are made for, to one day cre- 
ate a utopian society. Is that a bad 
thing? Was Orwell right and would a 
utopia be bad? The dictionary calls a 
utopia “an ideal perfect place.” So 
how can it be bad? 

With these new cameras, plus 
new measures that demand all club 
events have extra security, safety is a 
main priority. But why is it that a stu- 
dent club can be locked out of the 
Student Center on Saturday morning 
at 10:00? It is the “Student Center” 
isn’t it? Where is this security to 
allow access? Is this the start of the 
horrors of a utopian society? If the 
center is locked, no crime will occur, 
but no good can come out of it, 
either. Is protecting against the 
chance of trouble worth hurting those 
who have a right to be there? 

While security doesn’t appear to 
be becoming “Big Brother,” it might 
be good to watch out. 
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How does the increased 
terror threat level affect you? 


Rosemary Hall, Nursing 

“Tt increases my fear so I ended up 
canceling my trip to the Bahamas 
and I am more careful with my kids. 
I value life more than ever.” 


Michelle 
Education 
“It doesn’t bother me because I 
won’t change my life over a threat.” 


Milliken, Elementary 


Felicia Padilla, Journalism 

“I’m afraid that in New York City 
they may have a bomb and I’m 
afraid for myself more than ever.” 


Michael Boucher Photos 


Raul Luna, Business Transfer 

“T have family in New York City and 
it’s very concerning so I think about 
it” 


Francis Pimentel, Dental Assistant 
“As Americans we should be look- 
ing out for suspicious activities so 
that we don’t get surprised like on 
September 11th and the government 
should keep us informed.” 


Adam Symmonds, Journalism 

“It makes me glad because it’s 
orange and it keeps me at ease. It’s to 
get everyone worked up and scared 
about war.” 
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Jackson: away from the stage 


An estimated 27 million view- 
ers tuned in to ABC’s special edi- 
tion of 20/20; “Living With Michael 
Jackson” on February 6th. 

The two-hour documentary 
filmed by journalist Martin Bashir 
was filmed over an 8 month period 
where Bashir shadowed Jackson 
and interviewed him on questions 
which much of the world had been 
dying to hear the answers to. 

Questions 
about his appear- 
ance, his relation- 
ship with his 
father, his chil- 
dren, and his rela- 
tionship with other 
children, and his 
sexuality were 
some of the areas 
of Michael 
Jackson’s life that 
were covered in 
the two hour spe- 
cial. 


For me_ the 
most intriguing 
and _ interesting 


part of the docu- 
mentary was see- 
ing what Jackson is 
like when he is not on stage. 

One of the highlights was 
watching Jackson race Bashir in go- 
carts around Jackson’s racetrack at 
his 3,000-acre ranch, which he calls 
Neverland Ranch. Never in my 
wildest dreams did I ever think I 
would see Michael Jackson racing 
around in a go-cart; it was great! 

As an aspiring musician and 
dancer myself, I especially enjoyed 
when Jackson explained how 
“Billie Jean” came to be and how 
his songs surface and how he creat- 
ed the dance. 

In explaining the concept of 
“Billie Jean,” Jackson said that he 
was driving around one day and 
said to himself “I want to write a 
song with a great bass hook.” Then 
several days later he said the song 
came to him. 

Jackson gave some great point- 
ers for song writing. He said that 
“artists seem to get in the way of the 
music...don’t write the music, let 
the music write itself.” 

As for dancing Jackson simply 
stated “thinking is the biggest mis- 
take a dancer can make...you have 


Wrong names 


Dear Editor, 


; Please accept this email as con- 
structive criticism. For the past two 
Observer issues, someone has mis- 
spelled Bruin’s captain Joe 
Thornton’s name (in print as 
“Thorton”). In the current issue, 
Brian Rolston and Mike Knuble also 
have been misspelled (Roloston and 
Knumble respectively). Since I am a 
Bruin’s fan and always read the 
sports, these errors are apparent to 
me. It takes away from the authority 
of the piece when the writer does not 
spell the athletes’ names correctly. Or 
perhaps does not check/proof/edit the 
article. Whatever the case, it is sad to 
see these errors in our award winning 
newspaper. 


Kim Monteforte 
NECC Student 


michaeljackson.com photo 


The ABC special uncovers the one 
sad truth of Jacksons childhood. 


to feel...you become the drums, the 
bass, the strings.” 

Perhaps the most touching 
aspect of the two hour special was 
when Jackson talked about the emo- 
tional and physical abuse that he 
and his brothers allegedly faced 
during their childhood. 

It was difficult to see Jackson 
discuss the traumatic experiences of 
his childhood throughout this part 
of the interview. He seemed like he 
has struggling to keep his compo- 
sure. Jackson would look off to the 
side and look up 
at the sky when 
talking about the 
abuse. Rarely 
did he make eye 
contact with 
Bashir. 

Jackson 
appeared to be 
very sad talking 
about the abuse. 
It was evident 
by looking in his 
eyes that there 
were still many 
emotional scars 
lingering inside 
him. There was 
moment 
where he put his 
hands up to his 
face to hide tears. 

Jackson, I believed told the 
truth through out the entire two 
hour show except for when he was 
asked about the very disturbing 
change in his appearance. When 
asked by Bashir what cosmetic 
surgery he has encountered Jackson 
insisted that only his nose has been 
operated on and there have only 
been two procedures. 

I could not understand why 
Jackson would say that he was 
being completely honest with that 
statement. It’s so unbelievably 
obvious that he has had excessive 
work done to his face. He can bare- 
ly smile or laugh... his face is 
stretched back so far. 

When it came to his relationship 
with children Bashir started to show 
some concern. Jackson admitted 
that he still invites children to stay 
over at his Neverland Ranch. He 
also revealed he allows them to 
sleep in his bed. Bashir showed 
some concern and said “but 
Michael, you’re a 44 -year -old 
man, don’t you think that’s inappro- 
priate?” Michael responded by say- 


ing “When you say ‘bed,’ you’re 
thinking sexual. It’s not sexual, 
we’re going to sleep. I tuck them in, 
I read them a story, play some 
music, sometimes we have milk and 
cookies. It’s very charming, it’s 
very sweet.” He honestly did not 
see why someone might have a 
problem with that. 

To me it was evident that 
Jackson would never harm any 
child and that his love for children 
is connected to the fact that he 
never got to enjoy his childhood. So 
I think he enjoys children because 
when he is with them he can capture 
the innocence and purity that chil- 
dren are blessed with. Michael stat- 
ed earlier in the interview that he is 
Peter Pan in his heart. Although that 
might sound strange to most people, 
I can understand why he would feel 
like that. 

The interview for the most part 
was interesting and insightful. It’s 
funny, my mother told me she was 
hoping by watching the special | 
might lose interest in Michael 
Jackson. Actually, I’m a bigger fan 
now than I was before. 

“Living with Michael Jackson” 
gave me a better understanding of 
who Michael Jackson, the “man” is. 


michaeljackson.com photo 
Jackson’s dancing is not the 
focus in this ABC documentary. 


Whats bad about reality shows 


Dear Editor, 


I’m writing in response to an 
article written be Sheila Bailey 
in the Jan. 22 NECC Observer 
titled, “Have Reality Shows 
Gone Overboard, Obviously. But 
is this a Bad Thing?” 

To begin I’m very confused 
as to what the point of the article 
was. The headline really caught 
my attention but as I continued to 
read the article I was disappoint- 
ed. 

The editor had taken one of 
the many new reality television 
shows and picked it apart claim- 
ing that “I actually like the show 
now” as she criticizes five out of 
the seven characters. She seems 
to have some resentment towards 
celebrities. After completing the 
article I was still left wondering 


why is it obvious that reality 
shows have gone over-board? 
And is it a bad thing? 

In my opinion reality shows 
have changed television in a pos- 
itive way. I think that its not only 
healthy but also fun to watch 
people, whether they are famous 
or not, deal with real issues and 
real problems. It’s nice to see 
that people aren’t as glamorous 
as television or movies have por- 
trayed them to be. 

I hope to read more of 
Sheila’s’ articles in the future, 
her choice of articles are fun and 
informative. 


Sharon George 
NECC Student 


Hello everyone! My name is 
Debra Tsantarliotis. | will be your 
Opinions Editor this semester along 
with Mike Boucher. 

I am praying that this will be 
my last semester hear at Northern 
Essex, and that next semester I will 
be in Brookline attending Al New 
England in my dream major of 
Audio Production. 

Music is my life so a major in 
Audio Production for me is perfect. 
My goal is to someday work at a 
major record label ie: Jive, Arista. 

Once | establish myself as a 
music producer, my plan is to foc- 
cus my attention on myself, and 
work on my own music. 

I remember being like 6 or 7 
years old singing in my grandfa- 
thers’ backyard “Greatest Love of 
All” by Whitney Houston into the 


Life lessons in 
Public Speaking 


I signed up for a class on 
Public Speaking last semester for 


several reasons. First and fore- 
most, it is a required course for the 
writing concentration here at 
Northern Essex. But beyond that, 
I wanted a challenge. I wanted to 
scare myself, get my adrenaline 
pumping in front of a group of 
sympathetic peers whose own 
nerves were knotted, for practice. 
I wanted to prepare myself for 
some real life situation that might 
one day happen upon me, a quiet 
person, a listener. I knew that sit- 
uation would come, be it personal- 
ly or professionally, sometime in 
my future. I just didn’t realize it 
would happen so soon, and under 
such sad circumstances. 

Recently, my grandfather 
passed away. It happened sudden- 
ly, without any warning. In the 
days that followed, my large 
Italian family gathered to mourn, 
to support one another, as many 
families do. It was decided that 
since I was the oldest grandchild, 
it should be my job to deliver my 
grandfather’s eulogy. I accepted 


A word from 
the editor 


Dear Readers, 


We really appreciate your com- 
ments and concerns. You need to 
know that in order to publish your 
wonderful letters, we need your 
name and major or position on staff. 
It is a standard of ours to have such 
information. Also, make sure your 
letters make sense and relate to 
either stories published in the paper, 
events occuring on campus, or big 
news evernts. Just to let you know, 
we reserve the right to edit your let- 
ters to be read by the general public. 
Thank you and enjoy reading the 
paper. 


Michael Boucher 
Opinion Editor 


gardening hose. 

So I truly believe that music is 
my calling and if I don’t end up 
having a career somehow, some- 
way in music I would never be able 
to forgive myself. 

If any of you would like to con- 
tact me in reponce to my articles or 
if you would like to submit an opin- 
ions piece, feel free to email me at 
musac02@aol.com 


Thanks Jim Murphy 


this somewhat uncomfortable task 
because I wanted to honor a per- 
son whose influence has shaped 
by life and has made me strong. 

I stood on the alter the day of 
the funeral, behind the pulpit, and 
told several hundred people how 
wonderful. my grandfather was 
and how very much he had meant 
to me and to my family. 

All of the techniques 
Professor Jim Murphy taught me 
in his superb public speaking class 
came to me then. I spoke clearly 
and with confidence. I made eye 
contact with the crowd. I paused 
now and again and remembered to 
breathe. Breathing, as you know, 
is a very important habit, but is 
often forgotten when delivering a 
speech. 

Jim, thank you for all you 
have taught me about communi- 
cating with an audience. It was 
very important to me that my 
grandfather’s eulogy was deliv- 
ered with strength and poise. Your 
knowledge, your patience, your 
humor in class aided in my under- 
standing of elocution and its rele- 
vance in real life. Your public 
speaking course has taught me 
more about myself and my capa- 
bilities in times of struggle than 
any other course. 

I know my grandfather was 
listening that day, and I know he 
was proud of what he heard. 


Send Email to: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


Or drop letters off in our 


newsroom, F-129, 
Behrakis Student Center 
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Is peace really going to save us? 


There is an 
old saying that 
fighting never 
solved anything, 
but what did 
peace ever 
solve? The sim- 
ple answer is 
that you should 
try to live in 
between both. 

If you fight all the time nobody 
will like you and people will probably 
fear you and not really admire you. If 
you live in peace then you will have 
the admiration of people and it is all 
well and good. 

The question that I ask if what 
does that person who tries to live in 
peace is brought into conflict. 

There was a famous case where a 
woman in New York was being 
attacked in an alleyway, in broad day- 
light and no one came to her aid. 

The point is if you live in peace 
and you are a peaceful person, would 
you try and talk to the attacker and 
make him see the errors of his ways, 
would you just do nothing, or would 


you, being a person who believes in 
peace stop the man by using violence 
that is justified. 

The same type of thing is going on 
today with the Iraq situation. All other 
motives of the war on terror aside, 
Saddam Hussein is killing his own 
people. He is testing biological 


oe Seas 


There comes a 
time when peace is 
not an option. 


weapons on entire villages and his 
own sons are free to murder anyone 
they want. 

What type of peaceful movement 
would be able to derail this type of 
madness? 

What would our country be like 
now if people had protested us going 
to war with Britain during revolution- 
ary times and as a result we did not go 
to war? 

My bet is that we would likely be 
bowing down to a king and speaking 
with different accents. 

Even more recently what if World 


Credit is everything 


Credit is 


have money. It 
doesn’t actual- 
ly mean you 
have money. 
You can own a 
credit card and 
*= not have a cent 
in your name. 

With this in mind, why are cred- 

it cards and credit so important for 
buying such things as cell phones, 
new cars, and other potentially high 
priced items? It doesn’t make any 


just another. 
fancy word for 
saying you 


decide if make enough points to be 
eligible for their product. AT&T 
Wireless is no exception to this 
process. It’s not considered discrimi- 
nation if a corporation denies you a 
product based on such a process. It’s 
considered fair because everyone has 
to go through this process. 
Sometimes it’s called an application 
for approval. 

My credit was considered insuf- 
ficient for approval simply because I 
didn’t have any. Sometimes this is 
considered bad credit. What doesn’t 
make any sense is that a company 
like AT&T Wireless would expect 
someone with no credit to pay $800 
dollars up-front as collateral and 
approval for a cell phone. If you 
have no credit generally that means 


a 


Why can’t the average person with a 
steady income earn the right to own a 
phone by simply using cash? 


sense. This is where my criticism 
takes place. I couldn’t get a cell 
phone because I don’t have a credit 
card. 

I HAVE MONEY! Why can’t the 
average person with a steady income 
earn the right to own a phone by 
simply using cash? Why is a credit 
card, a card that represents loans, a 
preferred form of payment in almost 
any establishment? A credit card 
doesn’t represent real money. 

I ask myself, why can’t I buy 
something as simple as a cell phone 
with cash? I’ll give out my savings 
account number for a phone. It’s just 
a phone! I have a car and a job. I 
have a means to work and I earn my 
checks. What else do these cats 
need?!? 

The question is what constitutes 
as good credit and why do corpora- 
tions request for them. Good credit is 
determined by your credit report. 
Corporations take the report and cre- 
ate their own point system and they 


you have no money. With this in 
mind, how would you be able to pay 
for the collateral if you’re not sup- 
pose to have the money? Would this 
be a form of discrimination? 

I say it is a form of discrimina- 
tion. It is a way for corporations to 
scare away individuals without cred- 
it cards. I bet corporations like 
AT&T have a deal with credit card 
companies. They force people to use 
their credit cards so they can receive 
extra money from the credit card 
companies. It’s just a thought but I’m 
sure it happens. 

Can anybody tell me a way to get 
around this credit card catastrophe? I 
really would like to know. I don’t 
want to apply for a credit card if I 
don’t really need to have one. I want 
a cell phone too. My parents should- 
n’t have to be forced to co-sign on an 
approval form. I have the money for 
a cell phone and so | should be able 
to buy one. I don’t want a prepaid 
phone. What can I do? 


War Two was protested there is a good 
chance that all of Europe would have 
been swallowed up by the Nazi war 
machine and they could have very 
possibly attempted an invasion of the 
United States. 

I am not saying that peace cannot 
be a powerful way to change things 
because it can. Look at people like 
Gandhi and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
they changed the world by using 
peaceful means. 

What I am saying is that there 
comes a time where peace is not an 
option, if innocent people are dying 
because there is a mad man in power 
of a country we should not stand idly 
by and hope that the mad man comes 
to his senses. 

The United States stands for free- 
dom and it is everybody’s basic right 
and freedom to live, when that right is 
violated then that person’s freedom is 
violated and no matter where you live 
in this world this should not be the 
case. 

Even if the rest of the world wants 
to do nothing we as a nation cannot be 
the person that does nothing as the 
woman is attacked. 

There is a time for peace and there 
is a time for fighting and now is a time 
for fighting. 


Superheroes arent 


n addition to tap-netch traiung that’s 
vital to a kung and healthy career wee 
offer a fultlestured benefits package 
thet includes medical/dentalision 
fare, Ge nmauranee, korg short-term 
dieabiity, 40% 1k) with ernployer match, 
generous paid tene off and more 


For 


irmnedate corcideration, call 
508-650-5636, or forward your 


Tired of Saddam’s games 


As the search for weapons of 
mass destruction in Iraq continues to 
come up empty, the question is raised 
about the probability of Saddam 
Hussein’s honesty. 

The United Nations inspection 
team, chaired by Hans Blix, was 
forced to give Iraq a two-month notice 
of their arrival. 

Saddam Hussein was given an 
opportunity to relinquish any 
weapons under his control. Blix 
spoke to Jim Lehrer in a PBS inter- 
view in October and warned, “One 
must realize and remember that Iraq 
has had plenty of time to hide whatev- 
er they wanted to since 1998.” 

Iraq is more than able to cover 
these weapons up when given prior 
notice. Blix argues that, “They were 
quite capable at it before, and they 
would be even better at it now.” 

A smart criminal tries to lose the 
evidence when they hear a siren. 
Saddam Hussein fits the description of 
a smart criminal. 

He avoided being captured or 
killed by the American Government 


reserved 
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during the Gulf War. It would not be 
surprising to see him elude our intelli- 
gence once again. 

The United Nations Monitoring 
Verification and Inspection 
Commission, UNMOVIC, was creat- 
ed to enforce the rules of the United 
Nations Safety council. They report 
all incidents directly to the Safety 
Council. It seems fitting that failure to 
cooperate with the inspections would 
be a violation of the rules. 

President Bush is pushing 
towards an inevitable war. Other 
members of NATO, such as France 
and Germany, feel that the US needs 
to strengthen the inspections. 

Bush feels very strongly that 
Saddam is simply, “stalling for time.” 

It is becoming clear to America 
that Iraq will not cooperate and force 
will be necessary. It is only a matter of 
time before it is clear to the rest of the 
World. 

Saddam Hussein is ready for a 
war. America is moving troops into 
the region more and more every day. 
The weapons inspection is killing time 
in hopes for some sort of agreement. 
It is also granting the enemy time to 
gather its forces for an impending war. 
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Trustees vote to name advising center for Strangie 


Hartleb turns down 
Pay raise 


By MICHAEL BOUCHER 
Opinion Editor 


President David Hartleb spoke 
with members of the Board of Trustees 
plus other faculty to address matters 
concerning the college and surround- 
ing communities. All who attended 
were located at the Lawrence Campus 
on Feb. 5. This was only the second 
Board of Trustees meeting this year 
and already actions have been taken. 
The progress made at the first meeting 
held in January led to the quick action 
during this meeting. Also Erin Keenan 
of Salisbury was introduced as a new 
trustee member. 

Newly appointed employees were 
first to be introduced to the board. 
There was a total of three new bilin- 
gual staff members hired to better help 
students: Financial Aid Counselor, 
Lizabeth Ortiz, Career Development 
staff member, Xavier Pelaze, & 
Academic Advisor, Rimari Rivera. 
These staff members are part of an 
effort for the school to have a more 
diverse staff that can properly assist 
Spanish-speaking students. 

Next on the agenda was the 
Science Adventures For Everyone 
(SAFE) project. SAFE is an education- 
al experience geared towards 7th and 
8th graders of the Lawrence Family 


PART-TUMeé 3085 


Development Charter School. The 
objective for the project is to make sci- 
ence and math fun, interesting, and to 
show the students the importance of 
both subjects. Currently within the 
project’s fifth year, it is privately fund- 
ed and has about 425 students enrolled 
in it. Project Director, Edward 
DeSchuytner, and 


Hartleb urged the trustees to agree to 
have the advising center named after 
Strangie. The trustee unanimously 
voted “yes” to the motion. 

The ceremony at which a plaque 
will be unveiled naming the Advising 
Center for Paula Strangie will be held 


Theater Company, this setup is consid- 
erably better compared to their current 
hall which seats 80. Proper lighting 
and ventilation will also be addressed. 
Work is expected to start this summer. 
* The concept of the One Stop reg- 
istration center is due to the success of 
the One Stop registration 


Manager, Kenrick Holden, both 


professors of biology at Northern 
Essex oversee the project. 

The most important matter 
addressed during the meeting 
was for the naming of the advis- 
ing center. It was already settled 
with the Executive Committee of 
the college that the advising cen- 
ter, no matter where its premises 
lie, shall be named after Paula 
Strangie. She has been given this 
honor because she helped to create the 
advising center that we know of now. 
Before the advising center evolved to 
what it is now, Strangie created a sim- 
ple setup with a chair and a table in the 
halls of both the B & C buildings. It 
was in these halls that she would 
advise students. After receiving much 
attention, the advising center that 
exists now was put into place and 
Paula Strangie became its first director. 
“Paula gave it [the advising center] a 
section and hired staff by inspiring 
administration,” Hartleb said. Strangie 
would continue to work and improve 
the center until she went into early 
retirement. 

In conjunction with the wishes of 
the Executive Committee, President 


Almost no one else received a 
raise, why should I? 
—President David Hartleb 


on Monday, March 3rd at 12 noon in 
the Advising Center. 

Following the naming of the advis- 
ing center, other college changes 
known as capital projects were report- 
ed by Vice President of Administration 
Mark Andrews. The capital projects 
are better known as the future 
Technology building in Haverhill and 
also one in Lawrence, a permanent 
One-Stop registration center, and the 
modifications that will be done to 
Lecture Hall A in the C Building. 

¢ Lecture Hall A is going to be con- 
verted into more of a performance hall 
and will now house a stage the Top 
Notch Players can use. To accommo- 
date for a stage, approximately SO 
seats will be removed from the 205 
that already exist. For the Top Notch 
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so often. My students 
found it valuable and con- 
venient to have such an 
event that made signing 
up for classes easy. 
Advisors of the college 
plus other participating 
faculty have introduced 
the idea of a permanent 
area for students to regis- 
ter for classes. The perma- 
nent One Stop registration center will 
be located on the purposed, remodeled 
second for of the Behrakis building, 
otherwise know as the F building. The 
Behrakis family has donated one mil- 
lion dollars to the college for a remod- 
eling project. Progress to remodel the 
building may start as soon as this sum- 
mer. 

* The technology buildings are the 
most important part of all the capital 
projects. Andrews reports that the state 
has sent bids out to contractors. Any 
contractor that will be able to produce 
a building within the budget cap of $25 
million dollars will most likely get the 
job. Andrews should be able to know 
who the contractor will be within 
weeks to even several months. The 
Haverhill technology center is expect- 


ed to start construction by July of 
2004. A duplicate technology center in 
Lawrence shall be located at corner of 
Common St. and Hampshire St. 

The meeting followed with the 
announcement of a few things that are 
occurring on campus. One of the 
announcements is for the Spring 
Drama Production that will be put on 
by the Top Notch Players. “Pride’s 
Crossing” is play about Mabel Tidings 
Bigelow and the events the occurred in 
her life that shaped her as a person. 
The play will be performing on March 
30 at 7 p.m. 

President Hartleb announced who 
this year’s graduation commencement 
speaker will be. His name is Steve 
Sweeney and he graduated from 
Northern Essex as a Business Transfer 
in 1974. The Haverhill native is now a 
very successful president of 
Chartwells School Dining Services. 
Sweeney will provide graduates with 
insight and inspiration to continue on 
achieving their goals. 

Another one of  Hartleb’s 
announcements included his own pay 
raise. The president did not accept the 
raise. This was the second time he has 
denied such an action. “Almost no one 
else received a raise, why should 1?” 
Hartleb said. He also felt he needed to 
lead the faculty by not taking it. 

Most of what needed to be 
addressed and voted on has passed. 
The board is looking forward towards 
another successful and informational 
session sometime next month. 
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event for charity 


By NICOLE KOTZIAS 
Contributing Reporter 


Focaccia Italian restaurant of 


Wilmington, MA teamed up with 
the Greater Boston Food Bank on 
Sunday, Feb. 9 for the twelfth 
annual Super Hunger Brunch. 

Over fifty Boston area restau- 
rants participated in the two day 
event to support the food bank’s 
fight against hunger. 

The efforts of the restaurant 
community raised an astonishing 
$120,000 in proceeds, nearly dou- 
ble the amount 
raised last year. 

“The restau- 
rant community 
really stepped 
up to help with 
this event,” said 
Tracey Doolin, 
special events 
coodinator for 
the Greater 
Boston Food 
Bank. 

“Our goal is 
to extend the 
event so_ that 
restaurants not 
only in Boston, 
but all over east- 


rm \ 
Nicole Kotzias photo 


Mama Mia! Victoria Bosse 
digs in at Focaccia Italian 


chi. 

“Eat all you want,” manager 
Peter DePesa encouraged as 
dozens flocked to the omelette and 
hot-off-the-griddle waffle stations. 

One hundred percent of the 
proceeds went directly to the food 
bank. 

“This is such a good cause,” 
DePesa said of the event. “It feels 
good to give back to the communi- 
ty,” he said. 

This is the first year Focaccia 
has_ participated in the Super 
Hunger Brunch. Will the restau- 
rant participate again next year? 
“Absolutely,” 
he said. 

The Greater 
Boston Food 
Bank distributes 
food to member 
service agencies 
(food pantries, 
soup. kitchens) 
in Essex, 
Middlesex, 
Plymouth and 
Bristol counties. 
Last year, 20 
million pounds 
of food were 
distributed to 
member service 
agencies by the 
bank. 
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seg restaurant for the 12th annu- savenaitas 

i e” sa iF al Super Hunger Brunch. funding and 

Dooling. public —_assis- 
Patrons of tance, people 


Focaccia paid twenty dollars for an 
“all you can eat” buffet that 
included brick oven pizza, cal- 
zones, chicken marsala and gnoc- 


need food,” said Betty Lo Cualio, 
volunteer working at the Brunch. 
“It is great to help people that are 


hungry.” 


Continued from page | 

all time, 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week. They all follow a set 
routine and need to be there to do 
their jobs. On the night of a special 
event, those regular security guards 
need to be doing their jobs and help- 
ing people, not supervising the 
event. It is impossible for them to do 
their job and be able to react to an 
emergency at the Top Notch Theater. 


g,opring 


Andrews said that a person locks 
his or her keys in the car, can’t find 
their car, or need a tire changed 
every night. If the regular guard is 
covering a play, how can they help 
that person? 

Those situations are where the 
extra security becomes necessary. 
Andrews compared it to police detail 
duty. An officer isn’t expected to be 
on detail while also being on patrol, 
and a security guard can’t to be 


Restaurants host |Security cost in question 


expected to either. So people for 
both jobs are necessary. 

While the guards would call 911 
if a major event occurred, they are 
also trained in CPR and other forms 
of emergency reaction. The use a 
defibrillator, a heart machine that the 
college recently purchased, is also in 
their training. Andrews said that if it 
protects human life, it is necessary to 
have. 
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National News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from wire reports 


Bush team still 
skeptical about Iraq 


disarmament claim 


WASHINGTON (KRT) A 
chief U.N. weapons inspector 
wraps up talks with Iraqi 
officials Sunday and says he 
hopes Iraq is beginning to take 
disarmament seriously. 

National Security Adviser 
Condoleezza Rice was skeptical, 
saying Saddam Hussein has con- 
tinued to build up his weapons of 
mass destruction for 12 years in 
defiance of U.N. disarmament 
demands and is just looking for a 
way to ease the pressure. Saddam 
could still avoid a war by disarm- 
ing completely, but, Rice said, 

_ "I'm going to tell you that people 
are going to be very skeptical of 

anything he does at this point 

_ because he is a serial liar." 
reminder of the era that we're in, 
that we're at war and the war goes 
on.” 


Ridge tries to calm 
jittery Americans; 
says don’t panic 


WASHINGTON (AP) 
Homeland Security Secretary 
Tom Ridge sought to calm a jit- 
tery America last Friday, saying 
there is no need to panic over the 
prospect of fresh terrorist attacks. 

Preparations for a possible 
attack makes sense, but people do 
not need “to start sealing the 
doors or windows," Ridge told 
reporters at the headquarters of 
the new Cabinet department. 
There is no plan to either raise or 
lower the current government 
assessment that the level of terror- 
ist threat is high, Ridge said. 

A week after increasing the 
nation's terrorist alert status from 
yellow to “high risk" orange, 
President Bush said the decision 
was a “stark reminder of the era 
that we're in, that we're at war and 
the war goes on." 


Congress passes 
$3.1M farm aid 
package 


WASHINGTON (AP) 
Billions of dollars in aid will be 
paid to farmers with crop and 
livestock losses caused by 
drought and flooding, but the 
money will be taken from funds 
that were originally intended for 
land conservation. 

The $3.1 billion in farm aid is 
“the best bill possible under very 
difficult circumstances," Sen. Pat 
Roberts, R-Kan., said Thursday. 
At least this is not an across-the- 
board payment to farmers 
whether they needed it or not." 

The bill includes about $200 
million in disaster aid for 
Minnesota farmers. 
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Fee increase at NECC 


Budget cuts affecting 
Massachusetts 
community colleges 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


Massachusetts state colleges 
are raising fees faster than any pub- 
lic colleges in any other state; and 
Northern Essex is not excluded. 

According to a report in the 
Eagle Tribune, public two-year col- 
leges in Massachusetts, such as 
NECC, have raised fees an average 
of 26 percent over last year. That is 
slightly more than the 24 percent 
increase that local four-year col- 
leges have experienced. 

This trend is expected to con- 
tinue, due to the substantial budget 
cuts put into effect by Gov. Mitt 
Romney, and the even more heavy 


ones that are expected in the future. 

Romney’s budget cuts hurt 
even more because of the hits col- 
leges have taken in recent years, 
according to President David 
Hartleb. 

NECC, however, has managed 
to remain one of the least expensive 
of surrounding community col- 
leges, according to Ernie 
Greenslade, the NECC director of 
public relations. While cost per 
credit has gone up 13 percent from 
$79 last year to $89 this year, it 
remains the third least expensive 
community college in the state, 
with prices per credit ranging from 
$80 to $103. In comparison, North 
Shore Community College’s rates 
have gone from $83 per credit to 
$103 per credit, a raise of 24 per- 
cent and much more than the rates 
of NECC. 

Greenslade said the Board of 
Trustees increases fees very reluc- 
tantly. However, it becomes neces- 


New super camera 


Continued from page | 

phone boxes you see in the 
parking lots.” 

Ed Sheehan, who is one of the 
heads of the project said that he also 
plans to put cameras on the outsides 
of all the buildings. 

“If we have a student who wants 
an escort through the parking 
lot...there is always somebody 
watching,” Andrews said. “It also 
makes better use of human 
resources here on the campus.” 

He explained that the campus 
has a limited number of security 


officers here at night and the cam- 
eras will be able to watch all over 
the campus and the school will have 
a better response time for alerting 
the authorities. The cameras will be 
able to record crimes as they happen 
and can aid local law enforcement 
with evidence. He also elaborated 
on further use of the security cam- 
eras, “Second, it protects the school 
against any liability. If someone 
slips and falls, and sues us, when 
they really didn’t fall, we can get it 
on camera and be protected.” 
However with only one camera 


sary at times. 

The good news is that, along 
with the cuts, enrollment is increas- 
ing. 

According to Greenslade, the 
number of students enrolled in 
credited courses has risen 25 per- 
cent in the past five years, and 3.9 
percent from last year. That is also 
more than North Shore, which has 
an enrollment increase of .3 percent 
in the past, according to the 
Tribune. 

But enrollment increases did 
not prevent NECC from having to 
make a few cuts. Greenslade said 
that the college had to cut six 
administrative jobs. They also cut 
the licensed practical nursing pro- 
gram from 30 students down to 20. 
Trustees are also reluctant to make 
cuts, but sometimes they must do 
so, Greenslade said. 

“We compare vary favorably” 
with surrounding community col- 
leges, Greenslade commented. 


at NECC 


on campus right now, there are still 
many parts of the school left 
unguarded. 

“We are down on Capitol Hill 
fighting for more money,” Andrews 
said. “We wrote a grant for fifty 
thousand dollars. Now, this isn’t 
coming out of any of the student 
money or anything. This is a grant 
from the state.” 

In the spring Andrews and the 
other administrators plan to request 
more money with another grant 
request to finalize their plan to make 
the campus as safe as possible. 


UMass President Bulger says 
Romney should raise taxes 


Bulger says Romney be 3 


no-tax plan means 
unbearable cuts 


By ADAM GORLICK 
Associated Press Writer 


AMHERST, Mass. (AP) Gov. 
Mitt Romney should consider rais- 
ing taxes to help ease the state's 
budget woes, University of 
Massachusetts President William 
Bulger says. 

Romney has pledged not to 
raise taxes as he works to close an 
estimated $3 billion budget gap in 
the fiscal year that starts July 1. But 
sticking to that promise will mean 
unbearable cuts to state services, 
Bulger said. 

“He should try to raise some 
revenues so the more draconian 
results can be avoided,” Bulger said 
Thursday at a Faculty Senate meet- 
ing at the university's Amherst cam- 
pus. “You cannot run a government 
without taxes. It can't be done.” 

Bulger, a former Democratic 
Senate president, said he appreci- 
ates the Republican governor's diffi- 
cult situation, but said Romney 
should be more flexible in dealing 
with the budget crunch. 

“T'd ask him to consider that he 


You cannot run a government without 
taxes. It can’t be done. 


doesn't have to be so rigid,” Bulger 
said. “I want him to be successful. I 
hope he is.” 

State budget cuts have forced 
the university to scale back pro- 
grams and services, including the 
elimination of seven athletic teams 
at the Amherst campus. The 
Legislature has also neglected to 
fund $30 million worth of negotiat- 
ed raises for workers at the state's 
public colleges and universities. 

Bulger and UMass trustees have 
said they will work with the univer- 
sity's employees to encourage law- 
makers to fully fund the union con- 
tracts, and the university is asking 
the state for a $568.7 million budget 
for the 2004 fiscal year, up from the 
$445 million they received for 
2003. 

The request includes $118.5 
million for the pay raises. 

“We're grateful for the positive 


—William Bulger 


response from you and the trustees," 
Ron Story, a UMass history profes- 
sor and president of the 
Massachusetts 
Professors, told Bulger. 

Bulger said it's too soon to tell 
what the state's deficit will mean to 
UMass tuition and student fees. He 
said trustees will meet within the 
coming weeks to set rates for the 
next school year. 

In other business Thursday, the 
Faculty Senate voted to make the 
university's 24,000-student flagship 
campus tobacco free. 

Under a new policy, smoking 
will be prohibited in all dormitories 
no later than September 2004. 
Currently, there are designated 
smoking areas in 10 of the campus' 
41 dorms. The policy will also ban 
the sale of tobacco products on cam- 
pus, but no tobacco has been sold in 
campus stores since the 1980s. 


Society of 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Millions march in 
protest of US war 


with Iraq 


LONDON (AP) Millions of 
protesters—many of them march- 
ing in the capitals of America's tra- 
ditional allies —demonstrated 
Saturday against U.S. plans to 
attack Iraq. 

In a global outpouring of anti- 
war sentiment, Rome claimed the 
biggest turnout—1 million accord- 
ing to police, while organizers 
claimed three times that figure. 

In London, at least 750,000 
people joined in the city's biggest 
demonstration ever, police said. 
Berlin had up to half a million on 
the streets, and Paris was estimated 
to have had up to 100,000. 

Peace activists hoped to draw 
100,000 demonstrators in New 
York City later for a protest near 
the United Nations. 

"Peace! Peace! Peace!" said 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu of 
South Africa, who led an ecumeni- 
cal service near U.N. headquarters. 
"Let America listen to the rest of 
the world—and the rest of the 
world is saying, ‘Give the inspec- 
tors time." 


lraq says war would 
be seen as crusade 
against Muslims 


ROME (AP) Iraq's deputy 
prime minister insisted Friday 
that his country has no relation- 
ship with terrorists and warned 
Europe against joining 
Washington in a war, saying par- 
ticipation would be seen as a cru- 
sade against Arabs and Muslims. 

Tariq Aziz, speaking to 
reporters in Rome several hours 
after meeting with Pope John 
Paul II, did not immediately com- 
ment on the reports the chief U.N. 
weapons inspectors delivered to 
the U.N. Security Council on 
Friday. 

The inspectors indicated there 
was cooperation but that Iraq 
could still do more to resolve the 
question of whether it is comply- 
ing with U.N. disarmament reso- 
lutions. 


France draws rare 


applause at UN for 


stance on Iraq 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) 
France's foreign minister drew rare 
applause from his U.N. Security 
Council colleagues Friday with his 
declaration that weapons inspections 
“are producing results” and there was 
no justification yet for a war with 
Iraq. 

Dominique de Villepin, speaking 
after a report by the chief U.N. 
weapons inspectors, recommended 
that arms searches in Iraq continue 
and that Hans Blix and Mohamed 
ElBaradei return to the council with 
another progress report on March 14. 

France, along with Germany and 
Russia, has opposed the United 
States and Britain in their campaign 
to win U.N. approval for a war on 
Saddam Hussein. 
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Massachusetts News 
Crew writing for 
Your Magazine 


By SARAH DURELL 
Contributing Reporter 


I’ve always wanted to work for a 
magazine. Every month, since I was 
14-years-old, you would find me in 
the magazine section of local book- 
stores, stocking up on all the latest 
issues. And a few years ago I landed 
a spot as the Massachusetts News 
Crew member for YM Magazine — 
one of my favorite publications. 

YM, which stands for “Your 
Magazine” (previously “Young and 
Modern”), is a teen magazine, 
focused on girls ages 12 to 25. They 
cover beauty, fashion, entertainment 
and more. 

In 2001 the editors of the maga- 
zine posted a little ad, looking for 
one girl from every state to be on 
their News Crew, and I immedietly 
applied. 

“The News Crew is responsible 
for answering e-mails from editors at 
the magazine regarding different 
subjects,” explains Melissa 
Glassman, the Assistant Editor and 
editor in charge of the News Crew. 
“Questions in the past have been: 
What do you think of Christina 
Aguilera? Do you think talking on 
your cell phone while driving is dan- 
gerous? The answers to these ques- 
tions are then used as story research 
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and are sometimes fea- 
tured in the 
magazine. 
Also, News 
Crew mem- 
bers are on the 
look out for 
new fashion 
trends and story 
subjects.” 
When I was 
chosen as the girl 
f r rt) m 
Massachusetts, I 
was extremely excit- 
ed. I started getting 
e-mails from the mag- 
azine a few weeks 
after 1 signed my con- 
tracts (saying I couldn’t 
help or write for any 
other teen magazine). I 
would write back each 
time doing my assignment 
or sharing my opinions... 
but nothing I did was print- 
ed in the magazine. 
After a few months 
I started to get discouraged 
and began to think being on 
their News Crew wasn’t all it 
was cracked up to be. However, 
I continued to reply to all the e- 
mails I received and soon my 
hard work would pay off. 
Jana Siegal Banin, the 
Senior Features Editor, told us she 
was writing a story on “Out of 
Control Crushes,” and before I knew 
it, she was asking me about a guy 
that I’ve liked for a very long time. 
Apparently everyone at YM loved 
my story about this guy and were 


Features 


Student writes for YM 


Ete 


ested in finding 

out more. So interested in 

fact, that I was told I was going to be 
featured in their August 2002 issue. 

When the issue hit stands 

I was sent a few copies and nearly 


died when I read the article. 
They made me seem like a 
complete psycho. My 
words were twisted 
around to sound different 
and an illustration of 
“me” was a girl making 
a shrine dedicated to 
this guy. 
I quickly got 
over it though, 
because I know that 
the media has a way 
of doing things like 
that. Since then 
[’ve- “been: in 
YM’s_ February 
2003 issue in an 
article about 
kissing, and 
featured in 
their Prom 
2003 special 
for going to 
the prom 
without a 
date and 
still hav- 
ing fun. 


Through 
my experience as a 
YM News Crew member I’ve 
been able to talk to editors and learn 
what it is like at a magazine publica- 
tion. I’m now applying to be an 
intern over the summer at YM and 
know that I’ve truly found ‘my’ 
career. 


Sarah. (8 
HAVERHILL, MA 

“Mo ane was werthy of escort- 
ing me and mry dress, which 
vens fit for this Acadenry Ayearcis.” 
How avech was Sarah looking 
forward mo her senior prow? 
Well, maybe a fittle sxe nauch, 
in their freshman year, she end 
her frends started a tradition: 
Phey'd all meet at the avast 
around prom time and (eves: 
though they weren't going) 
nunicl dozens of dresses, 
“We'd have se much fuel” she 
says. “We'd threw then in the 
dressing neont and say, “Okay, 
yea try on this one naw!" 

Sara had always imag- 
ined that she and ber feture 
boyfticud wamtid have a fairy- 
tale night. Senior year finally 
uriyed—bui, anforiuaaicls. 
the gay aides t {Nor did jury- 
one she'd ewer consider wsk- 
tug.) Nea ane as ket dro 
nner IMBieS wreck Ber ce 
osage, Sarak called a fricnd 
an asked if there was room 
iy her fins —there was, fo dhe 
Car, there were two couples 
and three single girls. “tt was 
is fittic uncomfortahle at first” 
She says. “Bat then we were 
having fon iapghing and 
listening to music” 

Ai the dance, Sarak was 
sanicus about what other 
sindenis would think. “i was 
wiraid they'd say, “O&, you 
don’t hawe a date? You're a big 
feser,” she aeys. But our of 
the 30) peaple who attended. 
ene-thind of them dida't have 
dates. Her hest memory is of 
floor t= Di Sammry’s “Hea” 


Sarah Durrell, featured 
in the latest issue of _ 
‘YM’ 


The Chinese New Year: A Celebration of Peace and Happiness 


By MICHAEL BOUCHER 
Opinion Editor 


The tradition of the Chinese New 
Year is so old that nobody knows 
when it originally started. 
Superstitions revolving good luck are 
its important aspect. Celebrations can 
last for nearly 15 days and it only 
occurs once per year in February. 

Centuries ago, the Chinese New 
Year was created. The New Year hap- 
pens during the time Chinese farmers 
would normally harvest crops and 
plant seeds. Preparations for the cele- 
bration occur about a month before 
the New Year. 

The house is cleaned up to ward 
off bad luck. Doors and window- 
panes are usually re-painted, most 
times in the color red. Red is a sym- 
bol for a bright future and general 
positive behavior. Your house should 
be cleaned by New Year’s Day and all 
cleaning equipment should be put 
away. Cleaning the house during 
New Year’s Day means you are 
removing your good luck. After New 
Year’s Day, floors can be swept, 
putting all the dust in the middle 
room of the house and placing the 
dust in the corners. The dust can be 
removed after the fifth day after New 
Year’s Day. If the dust is removed 
earlier then you are removing good 
luck. All dust is removed from the 
back door. 

On New Year’s Eve, the dinner 
you eat is specific. Dinner typically 


Fortune cookies. 


consists of a seafood assortment. 
Each food item signifies a variety of 
good things. Dumplings signify many 
good wishes. Prawns signify liveli- 
ness and happiness. Dried oysters 
signify all things that are good. Fish 
dishes also known as Yau-Yu give 
you good luck and _ prosperity. 
Dumplings boiled in water (also 
known as Jiaozi) signify a long-last- 
ing good wish for your family. An 
edible seaweed called Fai-chai, 
which is another word for Angel Hair, 
brings prosperity. 

New Year’s day has some of it’s 
own standards that people commonly 
who practice it follow. Clothes worn 
are often red because it meant to 
scare off evil spirits. As an advisory, 
wearing black and white is prohibited 
— for it signifies mourning and 
death. Death is considered bad luck 
and should not be mentioned at all 
during the celebration. Saying the 
word for four, “ssu”, should be avoid 
because it’s very close sounding to 


the word that means death. 

Make sure to pay off all your debt 
before the New Year. Loans should 
not be lent out either before or during 
the New Year. The practice of renew- 
al and prosperity should be in mind. 

Behave at your best. Avoid 
swearing because it gives you bad 
luck. If you cry on New Year’s Day, 
you'll cry for the year. Misbehaving 
children, no matter how bad they are, 
are not usually spanked on this day to 
avoid any crying. 

Events of a modern Chinese New 
Year include the fireworks. The loud 
bang and flash that usually attracts 
the eyes and the responses of “oh’’s is 
an attempt to ward off evil. It is a tra- 
dition to give unmarried individuals 
and children a crisp dollar in a red 
envelope from the “God of Fortune”. 
This custom is called Hong Bao, or 
“Red Packet”. Families usually go 
see other family. The burning of 
incense and offerings of food make 
for tributes to ancestors. 

This New Year is the year of 
Sheep. This comes from the Chinese 
Zodiac. The zodiac is based on a 
twelve-year cycle. Each year is repre- 
sented by an animal and each animal 
has it’s own characteristics. 

There is much more to the 
Chinese New Year. Many more 
superstitions and traditions exist for 
it. Different people celebrate it in dif- 
ferent ways. As long as the concept of 
good luck and prosperity is main- 
tained then you are celebrating a 
proper Chinese New Year. 


Michael Boucher photos 


Nancy Henry, of Student Activities in Lawrence, participating in 


the Chinese New Year celebration. 


i 


This New Year is the year of the sheep. 
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Faculty raises money for scholarship fund 


Professors, staff put on 
comedy for beloved 
colleague Hawrylciw 


By BILL DONOVAN 
Contributing Reporter 


Many faculty and staff here at 
NECC remember Chet Hawrylciw 
for his sense of humor and support 
for the arts. Hawrylciw was the for- 
mer Associate Dean of Humanities, 
Human Services, and _ Social 
Sciences. Sadly, he passed away 
last August, just before the start of 
the fall semester. 

In memory of Chet, NECC fac- 
ulty and staff prepared to debut a 
Top Notch Theater comedic play in 
his honor. “Collegial Capers” is a 
six act play of various comedies. 
Production proceeds will go to the 
Chet Hawrylciw Scholarship Fund, 
a fund established by his friends 
and colleagues. 

The NECC production was 
scheduled to debut Friday, Feb. 14 
and Saturday, Feb. 15. It is a pro- 
duction being performed in the Top 
Notch Theater of the Spurk build- 
ing. 

“Collegial Capers” was put 
together by Humanities professor 
Jim Murphy and Susan Sanders, an 
English professor of literature. 
Many of the plays selected for 
“Capers” were chosen by Murphy, 
who looked for comedic pieces. “I 
didn’t want it to be a dark, morose 
evening; I wanted the play to be 
humorous-andcelebrate Chet. He 
always had this great sense of 
humor,” said Murphy. The plays are 
familiar to Murphy, having already 
taught and read many one act plays. 

One of the plays, “The Evils of 
Tobacco,” was written by the 
Russian writer Anton Chekhov. 

Another play is local, “The Oral 
Report” written by a Lowell play- 
wright. The others are “I’m 
Herbert,” “Canker Sores and Other 


photo credit Bill Donovan 


Humanities instructor and Collegial Capers player Melissa Juchniewicz stands beside a hand-painted image of 
the late Dean of Hunmanities, Chet Hawrylciw. 


Distractions,” “Downtown,” and 
“Mrs. Sorkin.” 

Sanders and Murphy lent their 
directing and acting skills to 
“Collegial Capers” ~.as™~ well: 
Sanders directs the play “Mrs. 
Sorkin” and is the technical director 
of “Collegial Capers.” She stars 
alongside Jim Murphy in “I’m 
Herbert,” a play about a married 
couple who fight with one another 
later in life. Jim Murphy directs the 
other five plays of the production. 

Many of the plays reflect Chet 
Hawrylciw’s funny side. “The Oral 
Report” tells of three elderly 
women sitting and talking on the 
porch in South Boston. 

Suddenly, they begin to discuss 
President Clinton and his presiden- 
cy. “You get the idea. It’s a little 
naughty, I’m not bringing my fif- 
teen-year old to it!” exclaims 
Melissa Juchniewicz, a Humanities 


instructor who plays Marjorie in the 
play. She promised that it would 
definitely get loads of laughs. “It’s 
not for young children,” said 
Sandra DeVellis, a professor of 
Psychology and actress who plays 
Gert. Judith Kamber also plays one 
of the elderly women, Alma. 

Another humorous play is 
“Downtown,” which is about three 
women in-a club sitting together. 
“Each person that walks by they 
make fun of and it gets very fimny. 
The play has a surprise ending, but 
I’m not going to give it away, you’ Il 
have to come and see it,” said 
Claire Thompson, an_ English 
instructor. She plays Saskia in the 
play. Deidre Budzyna plays Jaye, 
and Ginger Hurajt, professor of 
English and Foreign Languages, 
plays Bri. 

The other three plays feature 
more faculty and staff members. 


“Mrs. Sorkin” stars Sue Grolnic, 
Associate Dean, Business, Math, 
Science & Technology. This play is 
an introduction to the evening of 
“Collegial Capers.” 

“Canker Sores and Other 
Distractions” stars George 
Medelinskas, computer sciences 
professor, as Martin. It also features 
English and Foreign Language 
Professors Barbara Stachniewicz 
and Carol Barron as the characters 
Midge and Prunella. The play tells 
of a couple who divorced years ago 
but decide to have dinner with each 
other. 

“I basically nag and nag, I’m an 


annoying character!” laughs 
Stachniewicz. 

The play “The Evils of 
Tobacco” is not a rant on anti- 


smoking. It is actually a monologue 
depicting a reluctant man. History 
and Government Professor Arthur 


Barlas plays this role. 

Musical accompaniment for the 
evening is provided by Michael 
Finegold, music professor. 

Many of the members involved 
in “Collegial Capers” have vivid 
memories of Hawrylciw. Sandra 
DeVellis told of how he encouraged 
the arts at NECC. 

“Chet was always involved in 
bringing more arts-related events to 
campus. One year he got puppet 
shows and storytellers to perform at 
NECG? 

Melissa Juchniewicz had a 
close bond with Chet: “He was just 
a wonderful guy, he hired me. We 
had a special bond because my 
father was a comedian and Chet 
always wanted to make people 
laugh.” 

Susan Sanders recalled 
Hawrylciw always asking her what 
kind of play she would be putting 
on. “He would always ask me, are 
you doing a comedy or a drama?” 

“Collegial Capers” will not only 
help raise money for the Hawrylciw 
Scholarship, but also will build a 
community between faculty and 
students. “It’s a good chance to see 
the faculty on stage, not only stu- 
dents. On stage, the students can 
see us as regular people,” said 
DeVellis. 

The play also built a tighter 
community between faculty mem- 
bers. “It’s also good for us because 
working together, it gives us a 
chance to build a community. 

“I’ve met so many new people 
while doing this play,” said 
DeVellis. 

Claire Thompson said, “I got to 
meet Diedre Budzyan (who also 
stars in “Downtown’”) for the first 
time.” 

The many faculty and staff 
involved in “Collegial Capers” 
promise a night of fun and laughs, 
much in the vein of Chet 
Hawrylciw. “Its going to be a fun 
night, bring your valentine with 
you!” exclaims Melissa 
Juchniewicz. 


Piano-thon slated for March 9 at NECC 


Essex Chamber Music 
Players host 
3-hour piano event 


More than a dozen nationally 
and internationally recognized 
pianists will dedicate their time and 
talent to a Northern Essex 
Community College sponsored 
piano-thon to benefit the Essex 
Chamber Music Players on Sunday, 
March 9, at 3 p.m. in the Conference 
Center of the Bentley Library on the 
Haverhill campus. Tickets are $10 
for general admission, $5 for stu- 
dents and seniors, and $25 for fami- 
lies. 

The public is invited to attend all 
or part of this three-hour event. 

“The caliber of the performers 
participating in this fundraising 
event is beyond my wildest expecta- 
tions,” says Mike Finegold, Northern 
Essex Community college professor 
and founder of Essex Chamber 
Music Players. “I am just thrilled.” 

Pianists from the Greater 
Merrimack Valley and Greater 
Boston areas will perform selections 
of classical, jazz, and Latin modern- 
jazz on a world class Falcone grand 
piano. 


Duncan J. Cumming of 
Haverhill, a faculty member at 
Phillips Academy Andover, and 
Anthony Mowbray, an NECC gradu- 
ate who studies with Cumming, will 
perform Antonin Dvorak’s Slavonic 
Dances in E minor op.72, No. 2 and 
G minor op. 46, No. 8 for two 
pianists. Mowbray will also perform 
Beethoven’s: Rondo in C Major Op. 
51, No 1. 

Kelvin Cid a Northern Essex 
Community College student and 
Lawrence resident will perform 
Loesser’s “If 1 Were a Bell”. New 
Jersey concert pianist Victoria 
Griswold will play William Thomas 
McKinley’s “Waltzes”. Composer 
and pianist Steven James of Natick, 
who is a founding member of Just in 
Time Composers and Players in the 
Greater Boston area, will present 
Steven James’s children’s pieces 
“Master Yell and His Cat.” 

Northern Essex Community 
College faculty member John 
Matrona of Reading will perform a 
jazz selection. William Thomas 
McKinley, also of Reading and CEO 
of MMC Records, will present a jazz 
selection. 

Luke Parkin, of Amesbury, who 
is a student at NECC and the 
University of Massachusetts 
Amherst’s School of Music, will per- 


form Alexander Scriabin’s Prelude # 
4 Op. 11, Prelude No. 6 in B Minor, 
and “new age” improvisation medi- 
tation on Ave Maristella. 

Carmen-Rodriguez-Peralta, a 
graduate of the Juilliard School of 
Music in New York, and faculty 
member at Middlesex Community 
College, will present Pablo Chavez 
Aguilar’s “Preludio” and Andres 
Sas’s “Aire Variado, Huayno.” 

Marc Rossi, of Somerville, an 
Associate Professor at the Berklee 
College of Music, will perform an 
original Latin - modern jazz compo- 
sitions “Feast or Famine” and “The 
Big Eye”. Boston’s Jon Sakata, a 
member of the piano faculty at the 
New England Conservatory of Music 
in Boston and Phillips Academy 
Exeter, will perform Mozart’s 
“Fantasy and Fugue in C Major, K 
394. 

James Seger of Amesbury, who 
has presented concerts at Asian 
Universities, will perform 
Schumann’s Romance, Op. 25, #2. 
David Phil of Worcester will perform 
Schumann’s In der Nacht, 
Rachmaninov’s “Lilacs” and 
Brahm’s “Rhapsody In Eb, Op. 119”. 

The Essex Chamber Music play- 
ers are devoted to the creation and 
presentation of new classical music 
along with great musical treasures of 


Mare Rossi 


the past. These musicians have been 
performing at NECC since the spring 
of 1999. They present four concerts a 
year while supporting Merrimack 
Valley artists and composers. 


Dawid Pebt 


For additional information con- 
tact Professor Michael Finegold at 
978-556-3413 or email: mfine- 
gold@nece.mass.edu. 
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‘Simpsons’ reviewed 


By LYNN ELBER 
AP-Wire Service 


LOS ANGELES (AP) _ The char- 
acters may be yellow but ‘The 
Simpsons” hasn’t mellowed as it 
marks its 300th episode Sunday. 

If anything, the Fox animated 
comedy born in 1989 is more boldly 
iconoclastic in the 21st century. Given 
that timidity is programmed into tele- 
vision’s very DNA, how does *‘The 
Simpsons” thrive? 

By being very good at being 
naughty, so much so that Fox simply 
can’t afford to tinker with success. In 
its 14th season, the series can still field 
top 20 episodes and is the heart of a 
merchandising empire. 

Fox just renewed the program for 
two more seasons, which will carry it 
at least through May 2005 and make it 
the longest-running sitcom ever (with 
“The Adventures of Ozzie & Harriet” 
set to fall to second). 

The pattern of commerce trump- 
ing controversy was set early, when 
the show helped fledgling Fox estab- 
lish itself as a brash alternative to the 
big three networks. 

“There were many reasons the 
show was successful, one of which 
was we were in the right place at the 
right time,” said series creator Matt 
Groening. “I don’t think ‘The 
Simpsons’ could be on any other net- 
work, even today.” 

At the beginning, the clout of 
James L. Brooks smoothed the way. 
Brooks, a force in TV (“The Mary 
Tyler Moore Show,” *‘Taxi”) and 
movies (Terms of Endearment’’) 
brought “The Simpsons” to Fox. 
Brooks, Groening and Al Jean have 
been the show’s executive producers 
since its beginning. 

The animated format also helped 
the series zoom below Fox’s radar. 
The mustard-hued Simpsons, includ- 
ing dimwitted dad Homer, patient 
mom Marge, and children Bart, Lisa 
and Maggie, got away with cartoon 
murder. 

“There’s nothing glamorous 
about a network executive peering 
over the shoulders of people making 
goofy drawings,” said Groening. 
“They’d rather hang around the edges 
of a sitcom set and say an actress 
needs to have a more revealing 
blouse.” 

That unusual TV freedom has 
resulted in comedy and satire of often 
breathtaking proportions, especially 
since the show’s creators and actors 
pride themselves on their democratic 
approach to targets. 


“We go after everyone,” said 
Yeardley Smith, who provides the 
voice of brainy Lisa. *‘Nobody’s 
safe.” 

The series has mocked capitalism 
(through the evil empire of industrial- 
ist C. Montgomery Burns), entire 
cities (Rio de Janeiro threatened to sue 
over its depiction) and the news media 
(anchors may itch to sue over shallow 
Kent Brockman). ~‘Welcome to 
Atlanta _ Home of Ted Turner’s mood 
swings,” a sign read in one episode. 

“We haven’t figured out a way to 
take on George W. Bush because he’s 
such an obvious target,” said 


“Springfield Times” photo 


Groening. In a previous episode, Bart 
accidentally shredded the memoirs of 
former President Bush, and the show 
has toyed with bringing the current 
president in to avenge dad. 

“But the writers decided Homer 
and George W. would become really 
good friends. They’re so much alike,” 
said Groening, who delivers such 
zingers in the mildest of tones. 

Religion doesn’t get a pass. In last 
Sunday’s episode, Homer won a per- 
sonal injury lawsuit against the First 
Church of Springfield, was awarded 
the deed to the church and took up res- 
idence. Havoc ensued. 

Among the eye-popping bits 
involving Christianity’s most sacred 
symbols: An underwear-clad Homer 
grabs a cross for an air-guitar solo a la 
Tom Cruise in ‘Risky Business,” and 
the chalice is turned into a cocktail 
cup, complete with tiny umbrella.(The 
barbs cut across denominational lines. 
When the jury issued its million-dollar 
verdict for Homer, the stricken rev- 
erend exclaimed: “Your honor, we 
don’t have that kind of money. We’re 
not a synagogue!”’) 

In the end, Homer provoked the 
wrath of God and was forced to repent. 
Faith prevailed again in “The 
Simpsons,” which has been praised by 
some religious commentators for its 
realistic depiction of American devo- 


It’s just a show, no big deal 


It is just a car- 
toon. I do not see 
what the big deal 
is. “The Simpson 
is about an over 
weight, balding 
man who has no 
problem working 
a minim wage job. His son Bart is a 
troublemaker in school and his 
daughter has self esteem issues. 
Did I mention that it is just a car- 
toon? 

To say that this is an important 
showto American Entertainment is 
not saying much for America. How 
can you compare a cartoon to clas- 


sic shows like “60 Minutes” or “I 
Love Lucy?” 

In my opinion, this show has 
not done anything but pollute the 
mind of the little children that 
watch this cartoon. They think that 
it is ok to be average that you 
should not strive to be the best that 
you can be. That it is ok be lower 
middle class and not strive to be 
better. 

The Simpson’s is an entertain- 
ing show, but is not a classic show. 
One that in 30 years when it’s off 
the air people will still be talking 
about it. 


tion. 

Such consistently provocative 
material, however, inevitably draws 
criticism. 

“Periodically we get in trouble,” 
acknowledged Groening. ‘’ We offend 
somebody and Fox feels intimidated 
by them.” 

Turns out the riskiest targets are 
closest to home: The network doesn’t 
like to see itself, its properties or its 
advertisers slammed. 

Fox howled one year when *’The 
Simpsons” included a scene in which 
a bus drove by bearing an ad for ‘Mad 
About You” _ the NBC sitcom airing 
opposite ‘The Simpsons” at the time. 

“They said it was Fox policy not 
to promote competing shows,” 
Groening recounted, dryly. 

Apparently, it’s also Fox policy 
not to denigrate a fellow corporate 
property. 

“We have an upcoming show in 
which we poke gentle fun at the Fox 
News Channel. It’s such an easy target 
the jokes write themselves,” Groening 
said. *’There was some murmuring in 
the executive offices.” 

While Fox endures such barbs, it 
reaps impressive returns from *‘The 
Simpsons.” The show is widely syndi- 
cated and is seen in overseas markets 
including ones ‘in Europe, Asia, 
Australia and Africa. 

A marketing push has reinvigorat- 
ed the multimillion-dollar 
“Simpsons” brand of products in the 
last several years, said Peter Byrne, 
executive vice president of Fox licens- 
ing and merchandising. About 500 
companies worldwide sell an array of 
items including’ figurines, board 
games, apparel and snacks. 

“It’s one of the company’s biggest 
assets” and one of television’s biggest 
when counting in video, interactive, 
licensing and syndication, Byrne said. 
Fox declined to provide figures. 

Such rewards render the network 
mute as a censor and, presumably, 
contentedly so. Rupert Murdoch, 
chairman and chief executive of Fox 
parent News Corp., has been sport 
enough to give voice to his cartoon 
depiction on the series. 

Fox’s good humor could diminish 
and interference increase if the audi- 
ence for ~The Simpsons” dips, 
Groening said. (He spoke theoretical- 
ly: Viewership has risen this season by 
12 percent.) 

“Tf ratings started slipping, I think 
you’d see some tweaking of the show 
that would be awful. When Bart starts 
combing his hair in every episode, 
you'll know we’ve succumbed to the 
evils of network notes.” 


Dre protege ‘50 
Cent’ new craze 


By BYRON McCNEAL 
Contributing Reporter 


It looks like super producer 
Dr. Dre has struck gold once 
again, this time with NYC under- 
ground 50 cent. 

50 has acquired a lot of pop- 
ularity in the underground hip 
hop world with independent label 
Full Clip, and his group G-unit, 
with whom has recorded numer- 
ous albums. Eventually, he 
caught the eye and ear of Dr. Dre 
and his producing protégé 
Eminem, who when they met 50 
couldn’t make him sign the dot- 
ted line fast enough. 50 is now 
signed to Eminem’s Shady 
record label, which is a sub- 
sidiary, Dre’s Aftermath label. 

Since word got out of 50 
cent eminent mainstream debut, 
he’s gotten a lot of attention, 
recently though most of the 
attention has been towards his 
bitter rivalry with fellow NY rap- 
per JA Rule. On his new album 
Get Rich or Die Trying, 50 has 2 
tracks directed towards Rule, and 
his record label Murder INC, 
there’s Heat in which discreetly 


calls out JA Rule, and then he has 
Back Down, in which he holds 
nothing back. However, since 
nothing sells records like a little 
controversy, this rivalry has only 
seems to have fanned the flames 
of 50 cent’s fanbase. 

In its Ist week, Get Rich or 
Die Trying went gold a status 
most underground rappers only 
aspire for. The cd can be heard, 
every where now, from the kings 
of heavy rotation JAM’N 94.5 to 
car of any hip hop fan in the 
Merrimack Valley, especially in 
the halls of NECC. 

Various students have gone 
record of saying the album was 
simply “hot.” 3 tracks that that 
seem to be favorites among the 
student body are his Ist release 
Wanksta, which is also a hidden 
track on the album, his current hit 
In Da club, which can in every 
hip hop night club in Boston, and 
a track he did with Eminem 
called Patiently Waiting, a track 
that many predict will be his next 
hit single, we’ll just have to wait 
and see. It seems that all of 50 
Cent’s hard work is finally pay- 
ing off . 


Call for artists for 
Haverhill show 


TheButtonwoods Museum at 
the Haverhill Historical Society, 
240 Water Street, Haverhill 
invites all interested Artists to 
participate in its second annual 
Art Exhibit. 

“The Merrimack Valley 
through an Artist’s Eyes.” The 
exhibit will open with a 
Champagne Preview Party on 
Friday evening March 7, 2003 
from 7:00 to 10:00 pm. Tickets 
are $25.00 each, exhibitors are 
admitted free. 


One of TV’s cabal shows 


One of the 


most important 
questions _ that 
many __ people 
never ask is 
“Just what 
exactly would 
we do 


withoutThe Simpsons?” Easily. the 
most important show of our genera- 
tion, the presence of this classic ani- 
mated citcom has left an indelible 
mark on society. This is evidenced 
by its stance as the longest-running 
ssitcom of all time and the fact that 
numerous colleges and universities 
offer pilosophy courses specifically 
focused on the study of this monu- 
mental program. Creative genius 
Matt Groening provides something 


for everyone—whether you ’re a fan 
of satiracal comedy, unique anima- 
tion or everyday aspects of human 
life that make us laugh and cry— 
much can be enjoyed and learned 
from this masterpiece series. This is 
the only comedy on TV that has 
jokes both thought-provoking and 
hilarious. Remarkable political and 
religious references and exceptional 
character variation are some of the 
highlights that make The Simpsons 
one of the best shows availible. So 
Monday-Friday at 5:30 (WNDS) 
and 7:30 (FOX) and Sundays at 8 
(FOX), turn off MTV or mindless 
“reality” programming and turn on 
The Simpsons. 

You'll be quoting Homer’s 
famous “D’OH!” phrase on a regu- 
lar basis before all of the ridiculous 
reality shows currently plaguing 
televsion are inevitably cancelled. 


The exhibit will run March 
7th through the 28th. 

There is no charge for partic- 
ipating Artists to exhibit. We are 
looking for paintings, sculptures 
or any medium that interprets the 
Merrimack Valley. 

For more information or to 
sign up, space is limited; call 
Exhibit Chair, Pat Graham @ 
978-372-7340 or 978-374-4626. 


Ex student 
appears in 
two movies 


Former NECC student Chris 
Burke has appeared in two 
Hollywood movies since he grad- 
uated in 1988. 

He played a state trooper in 
David Mamet’s “State and Main” 
and will also play a police officer 
in “Mystic River,” directed by 
Clint Eastwood and based on 
Dennis Lehane’s book. 

Burke was praised for his role 
in 1988’s “Picnic” at NECC, and 
for his part in “The Lepers of 
Abile Baiste” at the Boston Center 
for the Arts. The Boston Globe 
featured him in a Dec Ist story. 
Burke is also a director and pro- 
ducer. He is an Andover native. 


—Sheila Bailey 
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Summer is coming and it’s time to workout 


By JILLIAN STANTON 
Fashion & Fitness Editor 


Summer is 


coming and 
you know 
what that 


Ms¢24. 1) S:; 
bathing suits 
and tank tops. 
If you’re any- 
thing like me 
you have put 
on a_ few 
pounds throughout the winter, and 
are just covering it up with a sweater 
or a jacket. Luckily, for all of the 
Northern Essex Community College 
students, there is somewhere to go to 
shed off the few extra pounds. 

The Wellness and Fitness Center 
in the D building has many programs 
and machines for all students to make 
use of. 

Rob Parker, coordinator of the 
Wellness and Fitness Center said, 


“we try to make it a comfortable 
atmosphere for the students to use.” 
If you are looking for just a light 
workout, or if you want to do some 
heavy training the Fitness center is 
equipped for both. 

“ We have different fitness pro- 


ee ee 


the “Find Your Ideal Body Weight” 
Workshop, Fitness Testing 
Workshop, Meal Planning, and many 
others. So if you really don’t know 
what to do, or aren’t to familiar with 
the gym, this way might be more 
effective than going at it alone. In 


“ T went to the gym because it’s a nice 
facility to work out and it’s totally free to 


use.” 


Michael Boucher 


grams including aerobics, strength 
training, flexibility or if you just want 
to get into shape” Parker says. 

The Wellness and Fitness Center, 
along with the Substance Abuse Task 
Force, sponsors many workshops like 


UMass Boston 


| A Great University in a Great City 


March 2003 


UNiass Boston 


offers 


"On-the-Spot" 


Over 
100 
Fields 


Transfer 
Decisions! 


| Associate’s degree nearly in hand? 
| Ready to transfer into a four-year 


Exceptional 
Faculty 


| degree program? At UMass Boston, 
| we can schedule an appointment 


| for you to meet one-on-one with 
| an admission counselor, present a 


Impressive 
Facilities 


| completed transfer application 
| package with all required creden- 


| tials, and receive an admission 
| decision right away!* We call this 
| process "On-the-Spot" Admissions 


Convenient 
Boston 
Harbor 
Location 


| Decisions — and it takes all the 
waiting out of the admission 


| process! 


Flexible 
Schedules 


1 Counselors will be available: 


March 3 
| Tuesday March 4 
| Wednesday March 5 
] Thursday March 6 
Friday March 7 


| Monday 


9:00 am — 6:00 pm 
9:00 am — 6:00 pm 
9:00 am — 6:00 pm 
9:00 am — 6:00 pm 
10:00 am — 4:30 pm 


Quality 
Education 
at an 
Affordable 
Cost 


1 *Pending final transcript, of course 


For more information 


or to schedule an 


appointment, call 


617.287.6000 


addition, it always helps to have a 
support team behind you, helping 
you along the way. Telling you what 
your doing right and wrong. 

The Fitness Center is open 
Monday through Thursday 9:00am to 


Open House 
March 19, 2003 

3 p.m. to 7 p.m. . 

Holy Family Hospital : 


Auditorium . 
70 East Street * 
Methuen, MA 01844 * 


E 
fashion sense. 


7:00pm and Friday 9:00am through 
3:00pm. That gives you plenty of 
time to get down there. 

When you are walking down the 
beach and you have 
the leanest body 
you will be happy 


Fitness center as there is at a gym, but 
without the high cost of a member- 
ship. You cannot go wrong with that. 
“I went to the gym because it a nice 

facility to work 


ERY le out and its totally 
free. to-* use,” 


you went. Michael Boucher 
Gis oat Eau “Werry tomabe itaymanye Lhe 
workout, what is comfortable atom- major. 

better than sweaty osphere for the stu- 

gis working out dete” ae 
in tight t-shits, an e uilding 
the same goes for Rob Parker and take a look at 
the guys. With a 60 the equipment 
percent male and that NECC as 


40 percentfemale 

attendance, that is motivation enough 
to come down and check out the cen- 
ter. 

In addition, as college students 
you know we do not have lots of 
money to be spending on a gym 
membership but it is free to use this 
equipment. Therefore, why wouldn’t 
you want to take advantage of that? 
There is all the same equipment at the 


ress your 


Send your fashion tips to 
observer @necc.mass.edu 


Located in iMetiuan, fat so tins noriieof Bastion, 
Hers. a worm, canngevroncien?, Qur273-bed aot- 


provided for all 
of their students. Or come and partic- 
ipate in one of the many workshops 
that are held by the Wellness and 
Fitness Center. You do not have to be 
a jock or an athlete there is something 
down here for everyone. It is a great 
place to blow off some steam after a 
hard day of classes or hard exam. You 
will be glad you did. 


Hon and eaperiion. Join mur fiendiy, darvicrienited tas? 


We're currently hiring for 
the following positions: 
Radiology Statf Technologist 
Ultrasound Technalagist 

C¥ Technologist 

Nuclear Medicine Technologist 
Special Procedures Technologist 


interested, but unable to attend? Call our Jobline: (866) 208-9228 


Qualified candidates may apply online or send a resume to: 
Holy Family Hospital, Human Resources, 70 East Street, 
Methuen, MA 01844. Fax: (978) 681-9075. 
E-mail: Nicole_Carta@echcs.org. Phone: (978) 687-0156 x2689. 


Holy Famil 
and M 


ww. holyfamilyhosp.org 
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ical Center 


CARITAS CHRIST! HEALTH CARE SYSTEM 
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_Fashion & Fitness _ 


The fashion disaster of the week 


By JILLIAN STANTON 
Fashion & Fitness Editor 


Someone obviously did not get Do 
last month’s edition of Glamour you even own a 
Magazine. Because no where in 
razor? 


Glamour would you find them writ- 
ing that huge sideburns and sweat- 


shirts are in. Jared Pendak, journal- Where 
ism major at Northern Essex did you get this 
Community College, needs lots of hat? 


help when it comes to his fashion. 


a6... 


“My mom. still 
buys 80 percent of 
my clothing...” 


Jared Pendak 


Luckily for him, I have come to help 
him out with that. 

What this boy needs is a razor. 
Hasn’t anyone told him that the side- 
burn died in the 60’s? He has a long 
face and the sideburns make his face 
look longer. He needs a good shave. 

“My mom still buys 80 percent 
of my clothes, although I picked out 
this Patriots sweatshirt,” Pendak stat- 
ed, and it shows that she still does. 
What he needs to do is go to the mall 
without mommy and pick out his 
own clothes. He is a cutie underneath 
the sideburns and baggy sweatshirt, 
he just need to take a little more time 


Did Mom 
buy these 
for you? 


You need to take 
these off! 


David Willis photo 


getting dressed in the morning. 

Where did he get that hat? It 
looks like something an 80-year-old 
man would be wearing. If you need 
to wear, a hat put on a visor or a 
baseball hat, not a scaly cap. 

To go along with the old, out of 
style scaly cap is his pocket watch 
hanging from his belt. Who told him 
that looked good? ‘Cause honey, they 
lied to you. That has never--and will 
never--be in style. You need to take 
that watch off your belt and throw it 
away. Get’ yourself a nice Fossil 
watch. 

“I pay absolutely no attention to 
fashion trends. People shouldn’t be 
judged based on what they’re wear- 
ing,” Pendak said. I would be saying 
that too if | was wearing that outfit. 
He needs some new clothes and a 
new style. Would you leave your 
house looking like that? 

To some people fashion is- not 
that important and what they wear is 
not a big deal to them. Nevertheless, 
the first thing that people notice 


Sana a meee 


“T pay absolutely 
no attention to 
fashion trends...” 


Jared 
Pendak 


when they meet you is what you are 
wearing. In addition, what you have 
on could give a bad first impression. 

“People who spend more than a 
couple of minutes in front of the mir- 
ror in the morning have way too 
much time on their hands” said 
Pendak. 

Over all Jared is a big mess. He 
needs some serious help, fast. But 
with a little work this frog could turn 
into a prince. 


(KRT) Thursday, a sudden financial ly. Tensions will soon be forgot- Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). 
For the week of Feb. 17-23, choice or new route to success ten. Social messages will be confus- 
2003: may arrive. Many Geminis will ing this week. Quick disagree- 


Aries (March 21-April 20). 
Even though new information 
may be needed from authority 
figures, vital communications. 


Taurus (April 21-May 20). 
Wisdom and social diplomacy 
are strong assets this week. 


Gemini (May 21-June 21). 
Money and long-term family 
security require detailed discus- 
sion this week. Monday through 


expand their workplace respon- 
sibilities or begin planning a sec- 
ondary source of income. 


Cancer (June 22-July 22). 
Business partnerships may seem 
abrupt or strained this week. Pay 
close attention to established 
power struggles between author- 
ity figures. 


Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Work 
discussions are misleading this 
week. Take none of it personal- 


Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). 
Over the next few days, roman- 
tic seduction will captivate your 
time and attention.Emotional 
energy is positive and rewarding 
this week. 


Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). 
Family and romantic pressures 
are intense before midweek. 
After Thursday, opinions and 
attitudes will shift. An oddly 
demanding week. 


ments or group tensions may be 
amusing. 


Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21). Late Tuesday, a colleague 
may ask for personal advice or 
special favors. Remain cautious. 
Don’t overreact. 


Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 
20). Romantic flirtations are 
extremely distracting this week. 
Pace yourself and react with 
polite, calculated gestures. 


Aquarius (Jan. 21-Feb. 19). 
Early this week, revised work 
assignments may demand extra 
concentration. After Friday, a 
quick moment of passion may 
trigger romantic decisions. 


Pisces (Feb. 20-March 20). 
Late Tuesday, expect close 
friends to no longer influence 
the feelings or actions of loved - 
ones.Someone close may have 
overextended his or her finances. 
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By Tim SILVA 
Sports Editor 


Michael Jordan is the greatest 
basketball player ever to grace 
the hardwood. That being said 1 
don’t think it was the right call 
for Vince Carter to step aside and 
let MJ start the All-Star Game. 

All-Star games exist for one 
reason, for the fans. The fans 
elected Vince Carter to start the 
game, not Michael Jordan. 

Truth be told I wasn’t crushed 
to see his Airness on the floor at 
tip-off in Atlanta. In fact I was 
very moved by the respect given 
to MJ by his fellow All-Stars and 
the fans. I just think that the 
weekend was special enough for 
Jordan without having to start the 
game. 

Although it~ was very well 
received by the fans | think if 
they thought MJ was deserving to 
start they would have elected 
him. 

All in all the whole situation 
(minus the dreadful shooting per- 
formance MJ put up to start the 
game) worked out alright. 

The game itself turned out to 
be a thriller once the players 
decided to show up and play a lit- 
tle basketball. 

Kobe Bryant, Shaun Marion, 
Steve Francis and game MVP 
Kevin Garnett helped make the 
game one of the best in recent 
memory. 


Did Vince do the right thing? 


By DAvipD WILLIS 
Editor 


It was right for Michael Jordan to 
be a starter in this past All-Star game. 
While Jordan’s points per game, at 
18.8, are the lowest in his career, it’s 
equal to the 18.9 points per game 
scored by Vince Carter, the player 
who gave Jordan his starting spot. 

The clearly undeserving Carter, 
26, has played in only 16 of 
Toronto’s 49 games, and the 39-year- 
old Jordan has played in all of 
Washington’s 51 games. Jordan also 
has his mediocre Wizards in the play- 
off hunt, and Carter’s underachieving 
Raptors are one of the NBA’s worst. 

But the main reason Jordan was 
the right choice to be a starter wasn’t 
because of this current season, it was 
because of his career. 

Jordan is arguably the greatest 
player in NBA history, along with 
one of the most inventive. He’s third 
in NBA history in total points scored 
and has a career average of 30.4 
points per game. 

But Jordan’s true greatness is 
shown by the six NBA titles he won 
with the Chicago Bulls in the ‘90s. 
The injury-plagued Vince Carter 
can’t compare to any of those stats. 

While Jordan may not have 
deserved the spot of Orlando’s Tracy 
McGrady or Philadelphia’s Allen 
Iverson, Carter was a logical person 
to give his start. Hey, Jordan actually 
made Scottie Pippen look like one of 
the NBA’s 50 greatest players, that’s 
an accomplishment. Let the man go 
out in style, he’s earned it. 


She’s just a girl in the golf world 


Have you 
ever wondered 
what it would 
be like to step 
up to the plate 
and stare down 
Peed. "ro 
Martinez? 
Ever day - 
dream about 
tak ing 
Michael 


Jordan to the basket? 

Well, Annika Sorenstam, winner 
of 11 LPGA tournaments in 2002, 
always wondered what it would be 
like to play against men. In May, at 
the Colonial, she’ll get her chance 
and there is absolutely nothing 
wrong with it. 

No, Sorenstam isn’t a pioneer, 
breaking down barriers that have 
existed for hundreds of years. But 
she is the first woman to play in a 
PGA event since Babe Didrikson in 
1945 and that is a commendable feat 
that should not be frowned upon. 

Regardless of how she does at 
the Colonial, Sorenstam should be 
applauded for having the guts to play 
against the finest golfers in the world 
at a course that is significantly more 


G; 


It is good to be 
Jback, anyway, for 
'those of you not 
| familiar with this 
— column, | like to 
_delve into various 
sports topics and 


rant and rave 
bout them. 
Anyway, I 


want to start off 
with my beloved Red Sox. What the 
hell is going on with that front 
office? Their ticket prices are the 
highest in the majors, they’ve cut $15 
million from the payroll, have failed 
to acquire a big time pitcher to com- 
pliment Pedro and Lowe and then 
Larry Lucchino goes out and calls 
the Yankees “the evil empire.” 

That is ridiculous, the Yankees, 
plain and simple, have made the Red 


’s back 


difficult than any of the links she has 
frequented on the LPGA Tour. 

Furthermore, it’s not like she 
hasn’t earned the right. Sorenstam 
has been the most dominant female 
golfer in recent memory. She won 13 
times around the world last year, 
broke the tour’s scoring record while 
finishing out of the top 10 only three 
times. 

In 2001 she became the first 
woman to shoot 59 and earn more 


=O Ape 


That nagging question 
that plagues so many 
sports figures would 
forever be etched in 
her mind: “What if?” 


than $2 million in one season. 

We’re at a period in sports where 
women are becoming more and more 
powerful. From Serena and Venus 
Williams to Mia Ham to the WNBA, 
women athletes are more visible than 
they have ever been. 

Those who stem from the same 
not so secret society as Hootie 


Johnson can take the Sorenstam pic- 
tures off their dartboards because the 
chances of her making a huge impact 
at Colonial aren’t very good. The 
7,080-yard par 70 course should 
prove to be the toughest Sorenstam 
has ever competed on. She averages 
265 yards off the tee, which would 
rank close to 200th in driving dis- 
tance on the PGA Tour. 

However, that is the small picture 
which in essence is the whole point 
of this argument, it’s the small pic- 
ture that is becoming much too big in 
this case. Annika Sorenstam playing 
one PGA event isn’t going to change 
the face of men competing against 
women forever. So why bother? The 
real question is why not? 

If Jordan didn’t lace up his base- 
ball cleats upon retiring from hoops 
in 1993 he might never have come 
back and made NBA history for the 
second time, if “Shoeless” Joe 
Jackson hadn’t worn a new pair of 
spikes that he just bought before a 
game while playing in the Minor 
Leagues then this sentence would 
have begun with just “Joe,” and if a 
certain female golfer, who is con- 
stantly called the “female Tiger 
Woods” never entered a PGA event 
that nagging question that plagues so 
many sports figures would forever be 
etched in her mind; “What if?” 


with more rants 


Sox look like a second-tier organiza- 
tion once again. First they outbid the 
Sox for the services of Cuban righty, 
Jose Contreras and then they kept 
Bartolo Colon out of Boston by facil- 
itating a three way trade with the 
Expos and White Sox. And that is the 
Red Sox’ response? They claim they 
can’t compete financially with the 
“evil empire?” 

The front office can’t pull the 
wool over the eyes of Sox fans for 
much longer. In fact, I find it hard to 
believe that this team can cry poor 
when they have a television contract 
that extends throughout six New 
England states. NESN is part of 
AT&T basic cable from Madawaska, 
Maine to Fairfield | County, 
Connecticut. I’m not an auditor, so I 
don’t know how much revenue 
NESN generates but I do know that 
there are 14 million people living in 
New England. 

Switching gears to football, the 
hot news from San Diego was about 


Oakland Raiders’ All-Pro offensive 
lineman, Barrett Robbins. Robbins 
was reportedly was seen weeping 
and talking to himself in an area bar 
on Saturday night. Robbins also 
missed two Saturday meetings and 
showed up to the team hotel reeking 
of alcohol. Several Raider teammates 
blasted Robbins, saying that he had 
let them down. We now know that 
Robbins is bipolar and had stopped 
taking his medication. He is on a sui- 
cide watch in a San Diego hospital as 
he continues to battle his sickness. As 
someone who has had to deal with 
this illness with someone close to 
me, I understand how serious this sit- 
uation is. 

Anyway, that is all I have for you 
in this edition. While Lebron James 
figures out how to drive his Hummer 
keep your eyes sharp and your ears 
open. 
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Hoop squads near end of season 


Hoops statistical 
breakdown heading 
into the post-season 


By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


As both basketball squads wrap- 
up their seasons we take a look at 
some of the statistical leaders of the 
men’s and women’s hoop teams. 

The MCCAC Tournament will 
be held Feb. 22 and 23 at Holyoke 
Community College. 

The playdown date is Feb. 19 at 
a to be determined site. Last year 
when NECC hosted the Tournament 
the playdown date was also held at 
the Sports and Fitness Center. 

The NJCAA Region XXI 
Tournament will be held March 1 


and 2 at a to be determined site. 

Last year, the Lady Knights won 
the MCCAC title before falling in 
the first round of the regionals. 

The men’s team had the misfor- 
tune of running into Roxbury 
Community College in the first 
round of the regional. 

As soon as information becomes 
available regarding the regionals we 
will pass it on to you. 


Men’s Basketball 


Guard Luis Juarbe is the Knights 
leading scorer with over 300 points 
scored this season. Juarbe also is 
approaching 50 steals, 70 rebounds 
and 70 assists. 

Center Francisco Santos is the 
rebounding king having compiled 
over 200 boards on the season. 

One of the most consistent play- 
ers for the Knights has been guard 


Ruben Perez. Perez has 45 steals, 71 
rebounds, 38 assists and 135 points. 

Forward Elvin Reynoso has 129 
points, 26 assists and 105 rebounds . 


Women’s Basketball 


Center Amanda Ducharme is the 
stat queen for the Knights with 231 
rebounds and 243 points through 15 
games. 

Forward Kristen St. Louis has 
128 rebounds and 60 points in 14 
games. Guard Shakti Desai has 33 
steals second only to forward Paula 
Harrison who has 58 steals. 

Before departing for Emerson 
College Charlotte Gulezian had 56 
points and 48 rebounds in seven 
games. 


Top 10 Red Sox of all-time: #6 


Bobby Doerr wore 
#1 for the Sox but 
he’s #6 in the top 10 


By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


#6 Bobby Doerr 


Bobby Doerr played all 14 of his 
seasons in the major leagues with the 
Red Sox. In that time he compiled a 
career batting average of .288, jacked 
223 home runs and recorded 1, 247 
runs batted-in. 

Doerr was one member of the 
Sox Boston baseball fans can never 
claim choked in pressure situations. 
In his lone World Series appearance, 
in 1946 against the St. Louis 
Cardinals, Doerr batted .409 with 
nine hits including three RBI and a 
home run. In a 1948 playoff game 
against Cleveland Doerr had a home 
run to go with two RBI. 

Doerr was the starting second 
baseman for the Sox in 13 of his 14 
seasons. The powerful right handed 
hitter benefited from the presence of 
the Green Monster in left field at 
Fenway, hitting 65% of his career 
223 homers at home. 

Doerr, whose middle name 
Pershing came from American World 
War I hero General John J. Pershing , 
was signed by Sox scout and Hall of 
Famer Eddie Collins. 

Once called “the silent captain of 
the Red Sox” by Ted Williams, Doerr 
hit a career high .325 in 1944, a year 
in which he also led the American 
League in slugging percentage. 

Doerr had six 100-RBI seasons, a 
feat that wasn’t repeated by a second 
baseman until Joe Morgan did it in 
1975. Doerr was also named to the 
all-star team nine times--five times as 
a starter--and is the only Red Sox 
player to hit for the cycle twice in his 
career. 

After retiring following the 1951 
season, Doerr was a coach for the 
Sox from 1967-69. He served the 
same purpose for the Blue Jays from 
1977-81. 

Doerr had his number retired by 
the Sox on May 21, 1988 and was 


inducted into the Red Sox Hall of 
Fame on November 1, 1995. He is 
still in the top five on Red Sox all- 
time lists in nine different categories. 

Doerr received baseball’s highest 
honor in 1986 when the Veterans 
Committee elected him into the 
Baseball Hall of Fame in 
Cooperstown, N.Y. 


The List 


#10 Joe Cronin 
#9 Joe Wood 
#8 Nomar 

#7 R. Clemens 


#6 Bobby Doerr 


Sox of all-time? 
Any suggestions 
or opinions as 
well as criticisms 


of of #’s 10-6 can 
be e-mailed to: 


observer@necc. 


mass.edu 


Images of Bobby Doerr 


photos courtesy of BobbyDoerr.com 


Bobby Doerr taking his cuts and relaxing between innings for the Sox 
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Students active in Valentine’s Day 
‘Celebration of Peace’ 


By JARED PENDAK 
News Editor 


Peace coalition 
makes a case 
against war 


On a holiday of hearts, the 
NECC Coalition for Peace encour- 
aged students, faculty and visitors to 
open up theirs in denouncing war and 
supporting world unity at the “Hearts 
for Peace” event on Valentine’s Day 
in the Spurk building lobby. 

People from a diverse array of 
nationalities and ethnic backrounds 
gathered to speak, sing and hear 
peace-inspired messages told by 
event organizer Frank DeSarro, ESL 
Professor Jane Thiefels and others 
wishing to promote world peace and 
dignity. 

Student Activities sold holiday 
flowers and supplied free candy for 
attendees while holding a raffle for 
various prizes. A sign language 
interpreter was also present to pro- 
vide translation for the hearing 
impaired. 

“What can you do [to help estab- 
lish peace on earth]?” DeSarro asked 


SS -- 


There are so many 
reasons not to go to 
war. 


—Carolyn 
Zaikowski 


the crowd. “It has to begin inside 
your own heart. Before you can have 
peace in the world, you have to have 
peace within yourself and then you 
can shed peace on others.” 

Writing letters to state and feder- 
al governments and speaking of 
peace among friends and family were 
also recommendations from speak- 
ers. Messages of peace were con- 
veyed in English as well as Polish, 
German, Spanish, Croatian and 
Arabic as a symbol of solidarity 
among world cultures. 

NECC student Geoff Pilkington 
kicked off the event by reciting his 
original poem about an admired girl 
“Tip Top Shape,” which tied in nice- 
ly to the Valentine’s Day setting. 

Other performances included a 
lovely dance number by a student 
named Karisma from the 
Deaf/Hearing Impaired Student 
Program. Karisma impressed specta- 
tors with talented movements syn- 
chronized with a song from her 
native country of Laos. 

Thiefels then took the poduim to 
remind students of the Peace 
Coalition’s peace-promoting demon- 
strations that occur every Sunday 
from 3-4 p.m. at Monument Square 
in Haverhill. 

The event specifically addressed 
the United States’ current perdica- 
ment on the verge of war with Iraq, 


and DeSarro urged that President 
George W. Bush support the wishes 
of the United Nations by backing 
down from a potential war. 

“Driving up to the campus today 
I heard the chief weapons inspector 
giving a report to the United Nations, 
reccommending that they continue 
with more vigorous inspections of 
weapons in Iraq rather than engage in 
war. Let’s hope that our president 
respects the wishes of the United 
Nations,” DeSarro said. 

Many students opposed to war 
supported the event. “My World 
Literature class came here as a whole 
because our teacher brought us, but I 
would’ve come anyway because I’m 
against the war,” said Carolyn 
Zaikowski, a pshychology major. “I 
don’t believe in military intervention, 
especially not in our nation’s conflict 
right now. | don’t think it’s very eth- 
ical to even have weapons inspectors 
in the Middle East because the U.S. 
is the leading manufacturer of 
weapons of mass destruction and 
we’re the only country that’s ever 
used a nuclear weapon, so it’s a dou- 
ble standard. I think there should be 
weapons inspectors in the United 
States.” 

The event emphasized that even 
in difficult situations, resorting to 
war is detrimental to the well being 
of humanity. 

“You don’t go and kill somebody 
because somebody told you that they 
might want to do harm,” DeSarro 
stressed. “If you have a neighbor 
that has a shotgun, it’s not your role 
to go and kill that man before he does 
damage. It’s the same kind of thing 
(concearning the U.S. in relation to 
Iraq). The U.S. doesn’t have a right 
to go and kill the people of Iraq 
because we think that they might do 
something bad or that the leader of 
that country might do something 
bad.” 

“There’s so many reasons not to 
go to war,” noted Zaikowski. “It’s 
generally wrong to hurt and kill other 
people, and it’s impossible to go to 
war with Iraq without killing inno- 
cent civilians. We’ve already killed 
thousands of civilians in Iraq (during 
the Persian Gulf War) and there’s no 
reason to repeat that type of travesty. 
Also, our chances of getting attacked 
here in America will be greatly 
increased if we attack Iraq because 
Saddam Hussein would be up against 
the wall if we were at war with him. 
He wouldn’t attack us now because 
he knows his country would be oblit- 
erated if he attacked first. If we don’t 
attack, we have much less of a 
chance of being attacked.” 

So as Americans and Iraqis alike 
must acknowledge the reality of a 
possible war, the NECC Coilition for 
Peace is doing its part to shed influ- 
ence of peace as a wiser, safer alter- 
native. 

“Hope is never lost,” noted a par- 
ticipant in the Hearts for Peace gath- 
ering. 

Anyone wishing to become 
involved in the NECC Coalition for 
Peace should contact Professor 
DeSarro by phone at 978-556-3408, 
or e-mail him at 
fdesarro@necc.mass.edu. 
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Peace picture on display in Spurk Building on Valentine s day. 
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Professor Frank DeSarro and a student. 
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Professor Jane Thiefels speaks. 
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Karisma, an NECC student, performs a dance to the music of a song from her native Laos. 


